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To: AArk Steering Committee and colleagues 
From: AArk Staff 
Subject: AArk monthly activity report for April 2009 
Date: 6 May 2009 
 

Note: these reports document efforts that are underway; people seeking additional information should contact Kevin Z. 
These monthly reports are now archived online. 
 
General updates from the amphibian community 

News/Publications 
• The PBS documentary The Thin Green Line was FANTASTIC! Watch it online now! 
• Time For Kids features EVACC and AArk  
• Bait shops spread amphibian disease 
• Caribbean frogs sent to Europe to avoid chytridiomycosis die-off 
• EPA Will Mandate Tests On Pesticide Chemicals 
• Inauguran en Panamá un área de exhibición de anfibios en peligro de extinción 
• ASG and partners preserve habitat for 11 threatened amphibians in Sri Lanka  
• About 200 New Species Of Amphibians Discovered In Madagascar 2 
• Prince of Wales, other stars use frog to call for rainforest conservation 

 
Funding available 

• Project Golden Frog/Atelopus Conservation Trust offers grants up to $5,000 for Atelopus 
conservation programs. Deadline 1 July. 

• The Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund provides targeted $5000-25,000 grants to 
individual species conservation initiatives and they have expressed an interest in seeing amphibian 
proposals. 

• ASG calls for proposals for up to $30,000 matching funds for critical habitat protection, no deadline 
• Columbus Zoo continuously accepts applications for grants and emergency grants and has a strong 

record of supporting amphibian conservation work. For more information, contact Rebecca Rose, 
Field Conservation Coordinator. 

• Emergency funds are also available through Memphis Zoo and Disney. 
• Other grant opportunities are described in Appendix 3 of AZA Amphibian Resource Manual. 

 
Funding needed 

• ~$23,000 for AArk Biobanking Advisory Committee secretary Dr. Rhiannon Lloyd to continue her 
research post at ZSL where, in addition to helping coordinate the biobanking group for AArk, she is 
working on developing biobanking methods and humane approaches for increasing the breeding 
efficiency of threatened amphibians in captivity 

• For species rescues in eastern Panama (Houston budget proposal) 
• For AArk officer support (institutions can also donate staff time) 

mailto:KevinZ@AmphibianArk.org
http://portal.isis.org/partners/AARK/AArk%20Monthly%20Reports/Forms/AllItems.aspx
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/episodes/frogs-the-thin-green-line/video-full-episode/4882
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/episodes/frogs-the-thin-green-line/video-full-episode/4882
http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/teachers/wr/article/0,27972,1887175,00.html
http://sciencemode.com/2009/04/07/spring-fishing-season-arrives-and-with-it-amphibian-diseases/
http://news.mongabay.com/2009/0422-hance_mountainchickens.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/04/15/AR2009041501960.html
http://sdpnoticias.com/sdp/contenido/2009/04/16/377123
http://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/species/news_events/?3061/Fighting-for-forest-frogs
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/05/090505061942.htm
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2009/05/photogalleries/new-amphibian-pictures/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/8033535.stm
http://www.ranadorada.org/act.html
http://www.amphibians.org/newsletter/Froglog87.pdf
mailto:Rebecca.Rose@columbuszoo.org
mailto:akouba@memphiszoo.org
http://www.dwcf-rfp.com/application/dwcf-rapid-response-form.htm
http://www.aza.org/ConScience/Documents/Amphibian_Resource_Manual.pdf
http://www.amphibianark.org/Kevin/reports/Houston%20Panama%20project%20budget.pdf
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• For species prioritization workshops in China, Indonesia, India, PNG, Sri Lanka, Guatemala, Cuba, 
Philippines, Cameroon, Honduras, Tanzania, Haiti, D.R. Congo, Jamaica, Chile, Japan, Bolivia, 
Argentina.  

• For husbandry workshops in Peru, China, Indonesia, Chile. 
• Other partnership opportunities are available in our online database. 
•  

Vacancies 
• Zoological Society of San Diego seeks post-doc in amphibian pathology and molecular diagnostics 

to be filled by July 2009 
• Multiple postings here http://parcplace.org/jobs.html  

 
CURRENT 

AArk Coordination  
• AArk strategic planning meeting held on 17 March in Al Ain, UAE; recommendations coming out 

of that meeting submitted to Steering Committee for consideration. 
• Working with AZA and now US private sector and field biologists to plan distribution of the free 

bleach from Clorox, which, unfortunately, it turns out can only be given out in the US. However, 
new relationship forged with Clorox-Central America to get free bleach to partners at least in 
Panama and Costa Rica; please contact KevinZ if interested. 

• Working with the SSC to encourage and support ex situ conservation efforts in Queensland. 
• Working on summary of existing/developing rescue programs for ASG ‘mini-summit’ this fall 

 
Taxon Survival Efforts 

• EVACC (Panama) opens to the public! Thanks to El Nispero Zoo, Paul Crump and the Houston Zoo, 
countless other zoo supporters and volunteers from around the world, 
Clorox, Continental, and mostly EVACC directors Edgardo and Heidi!  

• Taxon  prioritization workshops planned for:  
- Indonesia in July 2009 
- Sri Lanka in August 2009 POSTPONED 
- Brazil likely in fall 2009 (with support from ZSL, NABT) 
- tentative 2009: Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Guatemala 

• Completed versions of the prioritization data from various workshops 
are available on the Amphibian Ark portal 

• Taxon Management Group being formed for Darwin’s frog Rhinoderma darwinii; Rhinoderma 
portal set up to help coordination of conservation efforts  

  
Training & Other Capacity Building  

• Ron and Joe taught at the 8th AZA Amphibian Biology, Conservation, & Management course in 
Toledo (thanks to hosts Anne, Andy, and staff!) with 23 new students including 5 from Latin 
America (thanks to Toledo, AZA/ZCOG, Ron Gagliardo for financial support of students) 

• Training courses planned for: 
- Cuba in June 2009 (CAZA course) POSTPONED 
- Malaysia (Pt. II: advanced husbandry) in June 2009 
- Indonesia in July 2009 
- Sri Lanka in August 2009 (DWCT course) POSTPONED 
- Brazil likely in fall (September?) 2009 (with support from WAZA) 
- tentative 2009: Panama 

 

http://www.amphibianark.org/Kevin/reports/DSC01873.JPG�
http://portal.isis.org/partners/AARK/Lists/Amphibian%20Programs/AllItems.aspx
http://www.amphibianark.org/Kevin/reports/SDPathologyPostDoc.pdf
http://parcplace.org/jobs.html
http://sdpnoticias.com/sdp/contenido/2009/04/16/377123
http://zims.isis.org/aark/default.aspx
http://portal.isis.org/partners/AARK/Rhinoderma
http://portal.isis.org/partners/AARK/Rhinoderma
http://www.zoonegara.org.my/amphibian09/welcome.html
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Research Efforts  
• AArk Research Guidelines drafted and under review. 
 

Communications  
• The AArk website:  

website visitors
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• 2006 hits: 939 (3 months) 
• 2007 hits: 54,124 
• 2008 hits: 482,705 
• 2009 hits: 165,371 (4 months) 
• Online Petition: An online petition urging politicians and parliaments of the world to commit 

resources for urgent global action is now available online. The petition is available in English and 
German, and is currently being translated into Spanish. It is also available in French on the WAZA 
website. So far, 9584 signatures have been received via the online petition. 

• Network sites: Please pass the word to your contacts to join AArk in our Facebook Group and 
Cause as well as on MySpace. One new initiative here includes working with Frog Friendly 
Consulting to have the 1st ever Facebook campaign to save an entire species from extinction! 

• Our wonderful friends at Froguts Inc. have very generously offered to give a free copy of their 
virtual dissection software to any interested AArk partner institutions. You can review the product at 
www.froguts.com, and request your copy from David Hughes, Co-Founder Froguts Inc. 
david@froguts.com. 

• Other 
• Article on AArk written for US private sector partners at Treewalkers (thanks Ron!) 
• Year of the Frog campaign materials being relocated to AArk portal. 
• working with Everett AquaSox (minor league baseball team in Washington State with frog mascot) 

on amphibian conservation promotional messages 
• article on Amphibian Ark and global response published in ICRF’s Conservation and Natural 

History of Reptiles  
 

Membership/fundraising 
• The concept of formalizing AArk as a membership-based organization was supported at the Al Ain 

meeting and staff have submitted a proposal of for the Steering Committee’s consideration. 

http://www.amphibianark.org/online-petition.php
http://waza.org/conservation/Petition_querFR.pdf
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=57655724413&ref=mf
http://apps.facebook.com/causes/50172?m=76354e33&recruiter_id=40526375
http://www.myspace.com/amphibianark
http://apps.facebook.com/causes/cause_goals/11040?m=14f7a052
http://apps.facebook.com/causes/cause_goals/11040?m=14f7a052
http://apps.facebook.com/causes/cause_goals/11040?m=14f7a052
http://www.froguts.com/
mailto:david@froguts.com
http://portal.isis.org/partners/AARK
http://www.ircf.org/
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• Luis Coloma has donated a number of copies of his new book Sapos to AArk for fundraising 
purposes; see the post in our shop. 

• AArk credit cards are here! 10 new applications received in March 
• The Amphibian Project is selling a number of items on their site to raise money for Africam Safari 

and their program to save the large-crested toad Ollotis crisata.   
• Business partners selling items and donating a percentage of the profits to AArk can be found in our 

online shop. AArk now has an account with MissionFish to accept donations from eBay sellers, and 
also with Network For Good and Just Give. Check out one of our new artist partners on eBay. 

• We are receiving and reviewing applications to the AArk Seed Grant Program. 

http://www.amphibianark.org/shop.htm#Sapos
https://www.cardpartner.com/enduser.aspx?AEID=E76F5
http://www.helpafrog.org/shop.htm
http://www.amphibianark.org/shop.htm
http://www.missionfish.org/NPMMF/nphomepage.jsp?NP_ID=24667
https://www.networkforgood.org/donation/MakeDonation.aspx?ORGID2=411719362
http://www.guidestar.org/pqShowGsReport.do?partner=justgive&npoId=594459
http://stores.ebay.com/Makepeace-Arts
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Travel and Workshop Schedule 
 

This schedule changes frequently; contact the AARK Staff for further details.   
 

Dates Meeting Description Location AArk Staff, SC member, affiliates 
    
 May 2009   
    
 June 2009   
19-22 Advanced husbandry workshop Kuala Lumpur, MALAYSIA Gagliardo 
29-3 Chiapas amphibian conservation workshop Chiapas, MEXICO Mendelson 
    
 July 2009   
27-29 prioritization workshop INDONESIA Johnson 
27-29 husbandry workshop INDONESIA Gagliardo 
    
 August 2009   
5-7? prioritization workshop BRAZIL Gibson, Johnson 
20-21 mini-summit London, ENGLAND Lacy, Mendelson, Reid, Zippel 
    
 September  2009   
13-18? husbandry workshop BRAZIL Gagliardo, Odum, Zippel 
    
 October  2009   
1-8 CBSG/WAZA annual meetings St. Louis, MO, USA Gagliardo, Zippel 
    
 August 2010   
12 Association of Zoo & Aquarium Docents Chicago, IL, USA Zippel 
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AAcckknnoowwlleeddggeemmeennttss  3300  AApprriill  22000099  
 

TThhee  wwoorrkk  ooff  AAAArrkk  iiss  ppoossssiibbllee  dduuee  ttoo  tthhee  ggeenneerroouuss  ssuuppppoorrtt  ooff  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  iinnddiivviidduuaallss  aanndd  
iinnssttiittuuttiioonnss  iinn  22000099::  

 
*Sustaining Donors 
  

UUpp  ttoo  $$220000,,000000  
EAZA 
 
UUpp  ttoo  $$5500,,000000  
Chester Zoo 
Conservation Breeding 

Specialist Group (CBSG) 
Philadelphia Zoo 
Royal Zoological Society of 

Antwerp 
St. Louis Zoo 
World Association of Zoos 

& Aquariums (WAZA) 
Zoo Leipzig 
 

UUpp  ttoo  $$1100,,000000  
ARAZPA 
Chicago Zoological Society 
Columbus Zoo 
Denver Zoo* 
JAZA 
Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo 
Rosamond Gifford Zoo 
 

UUpp  ttoo  $$55,,000000  
Andrew Sabin Family 

Foundation 
Samantha Attwood 
Brevard Zoo 
Bristol Zoo Gardens 
Caudata.org Donations 

Drive 
 John Clare 

Kaysie Cox  
Christine Dazley 
Coen Deurloo 
Cory Emerson 
Marco Ferrigno 
James Hang 
Craig Henry 
Sam Henry 
EvaSara Kretschmar 
Peter Lembcke 

Jennifer Macke 
Carlos Martinez Mira 
Neel Mehta 
Christopher Michaels 
Dawn Osselmann 
Jennifer Perez 
Rodrigo Palacios 
Quevedo 
Justin Reed 
Foster Reves 
Sheila Robinson 
George Sheets 
Michael Shrom 
Julie Strauss 
Sharon Tucker 
Jacquie Twahn 
Daniel Weiner 
Janice Williams 
Sue Williams 
Zach Williams 

Cleveland Metroparks Zoo 
National Association of 

Biology Teachers 
Paignton Zoo 
Phoenix Chapter of the 
AAZK 
Rome Zoo 
Sedgwick County Zoo 
Ryan Stauffer 
Toledo Zoo 
Tremont Elementary 2nd 
Grade 
Zoo Zurich 
Zoos South Australia 
 
UUpp  ttoo  $$11,,000000  
Chesapeake Chapter of 

AAZK 
Minnesota Zoo 
Nordens Ark* 
Parc Zoològic de Barcelona 
Sacramento Zoo 
Zoo Osnabrück 
 

UUpp  ttoo  $$550000  
Avonworth HS 

Environmental Club 
Mathew Baldwin 
Wagish Bhartiya 
Bloomin’ Bog Water 

Gardens 
Sarah Colwell 
Dallas Jewish Community 

Foundation – Parkhill 
Middle School 

Heribert Hofer  
Brad Hudgens 
Jon Coe Design 
Vivian Kesterson 
Leon Zoo 
Lion Country Safari AAZK 
Hagan Marlin 
Melbourne Zoo 
Sue O’Brien & Don Arnold 
Ocean Park Conservation 
Foundation 
Potawatomi Zoological 
Society 
Christiana & Ryan Reed 
Claire Rosser 
Julia Ruys 
SAAMBR 
Jodie Siu 
Vincent Sy 
Univ. of Liverpool 2009 

Veterinary Conservation 
Medicine Class 

Vancouver Aquarium 
 
UUpp  ttoo  $$110000  
Anonymous 
Paul Burrowes V 
Mark Craig 
Nate Flesness 
Dr. Stephen & Diana Gray 
Irasburg Village School 
Patti Little 
Justin Machata 

Erin Kelley McLay 
Teresa Barrado Morales 
Anthony Morham 
Mother Green Design 

Agency – Hurstville 
Public School 

Madeline Murphy 
Kanako Nishimoto 
Leanne Paranik 
Carol Powers 
Serena Rogers 
Scovill Zoo 
Kelly Seals 
Ceil Slauson 
Gloria Svampa 
Kris Vehrs 
Alistair Ward 
Webster School PTO & 

Webster Elementary 
  
UUpp  ttoo  $$5500  
Clark Allen 
Craig Allen 
Anonymous 
Laura Brauninger 
Ctrvtecni parta Olomouc 
Patricia deGaston 
Danny Kahler 
Tracy Kofron 
Jessica Llanas 
Beverly Smith 
Lorraine Steffen 
Bob Van Arnam 
Lise Van Susteren 
Paul Yetman for his son 
 

UUpp  ttoo  $$2255  
Angela Anderson 
Lori Andrews 
Anonymous 
Kade Ariani 
Amy Asci
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Rob Brunette 
Bonnie Carr 
Lee See Chan 
Corenlia Chen 
Angi Dahl 
Maria Ferrante 
Ron Gagliardo 
Tracy Hicks 
Brett Hill 
Mary Korte-Johnson 
Kimberly Jones 
Rory Jones 
Max Kalef 
Irene Kravitz 
James Krieger 
Jim Labisko 
Karen Mittelman 
Donna Moreno 
Robert North 

John Pittman 
Steve Roberts 
Jessica Ruen 
Thomas Shadle 
Jessie Tarves 
Carole Tobey 
Kathleen Trigg 
Malgorzata Wojcik 
William & Jennifer Wright in memory of Mentes 
 

UUpp  ttoo  $$1100  
Kescia Baer 
Detroit Zoo 
Matthew Kurland 
Dennis Lis-Sette 
Donna MacGonegal 
John Marciniak 
Linda Millemaci 
Shelley Petillo

 
 



 

 

And through 
contributions in memory 
of beloved conservationist  
Mary Sughrue Rabb: 
 
Gerald Adelmann 
Jill Allread & Pamela Freese 
Anonymous 
Terry & Sharon Anthoney 
Kathryn Appelbaum 
Anne Baker 
James Ballowe & Ruth Ganchiff 
R. Lou Barker 
Joyce Barloga 
Jill Bhatia 
William & Patricia Braker 
Marilyn Catalanello 
Diane Cavalieri & Peter Patton 
Arie & Ida Crown Memorial  
Defenders of Wildlife 
Lawrence & Vicki DeMar 
Peggy & Michael Devlin 
Amy T. Dickinson 
Russell Evans 
Conrad & Carol Fialkowski 
Morgan L. Fitch Jr. 
Stanley & Helen Freeman 
Friday Docents of the Brookfield 

Zoo 
Jacquelyn Toscas Fuchs 
Richard Fuchs 
Ronald Gagliardo & Paul Huggett 
P.A. Galloway 
Aiden Gonzalez 
R.P. Gwinn 
Corwith Hamill 
Margaret & Julian Harrison 
Paul & Lynne Harvey 
Loline Hathaway 
Charles & Marilyn Hoessle 
Lucy Hutcherson & Jeffrey 
Skibins 
Illinois State Museum Society 
Illinois State Museum Staff 

Association 
L. Jessica Jagielnik 
Arthur Janura 
Dale & Davida Kalina 
Ken Kawata 
Lillian Kowalski & Wendy P. 

Hopkins 
Robert Lacy 
 

 
 
 
Aaron J. Lebovitz & Donna T. Myers 
Mary C. Leisner 
Joan D. Levin 
Thomas Lovejoy 
Peter & Susan Margulis 
Nancy & Ed Maruska 
R. Bruce & Virginia McMillan 
L. David Mech 
Thomas Jr. & Nancy Merritt 
Thomas & Adelle Miller 
Oliver Pergams & Valerie Morrow 
The Philadelphia Zoo 
George Rabb 
Tom & Sue Rice 
James & Phyllis Ritt 
James & Andrea Ross 
San Diego Zoo 
Carol D. Saunders & Amy B. Bodwell 
Karen Sausman 
Louis F. Schauer 
James & Kathryn Slivovsky 
Betsy Snyder 
Mardi Solomon & Gene Myers Jr. 
Kenneth & Valerie Spale 
C.E. & Ann Spears 
Harold & Laura Stover 
Bonnie & Thomas Styles 
Guerry & Michelle Suggs 
Robert & Joan Tantillo 
Joe & Caroline Tecson 
Miguel Vallejo & Michelle Uting 
Nicholas Vega 
Cynthia Vernon & Monta Potter 
David & Marvalee Wake 
Mark Warneke 
Lynn Weis 
Michael D. Wiant & Grace Eckert 
Karen & Randall Witter 
Kevin Zippel & Lynn Kirkland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
And contributions in honor 
of George Rabb and his 
tenure as  
Chairman of the Illinois 
State Museum Board: 
 
James Ballowe & Ruth Ganchiff 
R. Lou Barker 
Illinois State Museum Staff 
Association 
Judith Lloyd Klauba 
Liberty Prairie Conservancy 
Meredith Mahoney 
Bonnie Styles 
Guerry & Michelle Suggs 
Sarah Surroz 
Karen A. Witter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And in memory of pioneering 
biochemist and amphibian 
biologist John Daly 
 
Ronald Gagliardo & Paul Huggett 
Vicky Poole 
Kevin Zippel & Lynn Kirkland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


	From: AArk Staff

